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Chapter franchise for white persons by according in 1931 the
	1   vote to all adult males and females, without property
qualifications of any kind. This step was deliberately
intended to strengthen the Government of General
Hertzog by enfranchising women, especially Dutch
women, and the poor Dutch whites. No change is made
in the native and coloured franchise of the Cape, which
is not extended to women. The vote can only be ob-
tained by ability to write name, address, and occupa-
tion, and by twelve months' occupation of property
worth £75 in the registration district or three months5
residence and earnings of £50 a year. By the new system
the old equality goes for ever, and a strong criticism
was made against the change based on the fact that
it contradicted the repeated declarations of General
Hertzog's policy. That policy, it was asserted, had
definitely promised to place coloured and white on one
plane, with votes, and to exclude natives from the vote
in the ordinary way, substituting a limited representa-
tion by elected white persons chosen by native con-
stituencies; a system to be applied also in Natal and the
northern provinces, where the natives have no vote,
while in Natal the number qualified is nominal. The
Cape vote can be abolished or altered under the con-
stitution1 only by a two-thirds majority of the total
number of both houses at a joint session of the houses,
and so far this condition has not been fulfilled. Even
coloured persons, it is now clear, are to be placed in a
position of complete inferiority, for their votes will be
of no importance in comparison with white persons'
votes. The number of seats is determined by popula-
tion from time to time; the present House has 148—
1 R. v. Nddbe, [1931] A.IX 484.

